TOWN OF HARTFORD

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

May 17, 2005

Article 1:  To elect a Moderator to preside at said Meeting.

Moderator, David Kraske, elected and sworn in at 12:00 Noon, June 24, 2005.

Article 2:  To elect by secret ballot one Selectman for a term of two (2) years (M.R.S.A., Title 30, Section 2061, as amended).

Election held.  Roland Downing was elected as Selectman.  Meeting was to reconvene on May 31, 2005 to hold a second election as a run off election for the Town Clerk position because it resulted in a tie vote of 71-71. 

On _________________ Roland Downing declined to be sworn in as a Selectman causing a new vacancy.  At the same meeting, Laura Marston, Selectman, submitted her resignation.  

This meeting was to reconvene on June 24, 2005 to which an election would be held for the Selectman position vacated by Laura Marston and the run off election for Town Clerk.

JUNE 24, 2005

Election commenced at 10:00 AM.  Hope McCabe was elected as Selectman and Lianne Bedard as Town Clerk.  Meeting to reconvene at 9:00 AM on June 25, 2005.

Moderator David Kraske nominated Teresa Hayes to be the Deputy Moderator for the remainder of the Town Meeting to be held on June 25, 2005.  

JUNE 25, 2005

Teresa Hayes was sworn in as Moderator for this portion of the Town Meeting.

Meeting reconvened at 9:00 AM.  General announcements were made by the Moderator.  Newly elected Selectman Hope McCabe was sworn in.

Article 3:  To see if the Town will vote to specify that Municipal Officers shall be sworn into office at the Town Meeting following the election of within seven (7) days after election whichever comes first.

Jerry Marstaller asked that in the past, new Selectmen were sworn in at the beginning of the new year.  Why is it changed to Town  Meeting.  Suggestion to have the Town Lawyer, Jeff Hole, answer the question.  Roland Downing seconded.  Mr. Hole stated that this was correct to swear in a new Selectman at Town Meeting.  Several questions were asked by residents and answered by Mr. Hole and Selectman Lee Holman.  Motion carries.

Article 4:  To elect and/or appoint the following Town Officers for the ensuring year or to take any other action thereto:

One General Assistance Director

Board of Assessors

Five (5) Budget Committee Members

Five (5) Road Committee Members

One School Board Member for a term of three (3) years.

Selectman Holman moves to elect the Board of Selectman to be the General Assistance Director.  Jerry Marstaller seconded.  Motion carries.

Board of Assessors:  Dan Maddox moved that Board of Selectmen to be the Board of Assessors.  Roland Downing seconded.  Motion carries. 

Budget Committee:  Nominated:
Dan Maddox






Robert L’Heureux 






Neil Hanley






David Kraske






Lawrence Strout – Declined






Thomas Hamilton

Dan Maddox moved to accept the nomination.  Roland Downing seconded.  Motion carries.

Road Committee:
Nominations:

Jeremy Johnson







David Kraske – Declined







Alan McNeil
- Declined







Beverly Murphy







Joseph Bedard







Bob Calawa







Michael Dawicki

Question by Jerry Marstaller was it a conflict of interest for Alan McNeil to be on the Road Committee when he is the Road Commissioner?  Selectman Holman deferred this question to Attorney Jeffrey Hole.  Before this was answered, Mr. McNeil declined the nomination.  Dan Maddox moved to accept.  Motion carries.

School Board:   Colleen Bullecks was nominated.  Mr. Hole stated that more than one person should be nominated or a secret ballot be taken to do so.  Secret ballot taken and four votes were cast with Colleen Bullecks getting the nomination.  Motion carries.

Article 5:  To see if the Town will vote to change the position of the Town Clerk, Tax Collector and Treasurer from elected position to appointed position.  

Discussion:  Arthur Harvey motioned to table this article.  Dan Maddox said the recommendation can only come from the Selectmen.  Jerry Marstaller said he felt that until the Selectmen get their positions in order, he would rather cast his own vote and not leave it up to the Selectmen.  Discussion ensued.  Vote taken – 24 Yes to table; 22 Not to table.  Article tabled.

Article 6:  To see if the Town will vote to approve amending item E of Article V of the Building Lots Standard Ordinance pertaining to back lots, which states “If a lot is created with less than 250 feet of road frontage, it must be considered the back lot and no other back lots will be created.  A back lot under these conditions can have road frontage of less than 250 feet.”  This section of the Building Lots Standards Ordinance is attached and is identified as Attachment A.

Roland Downing moves, Bob Calawa seconded. 

Discussion.  Arthur Harvey read a statement on this issue.  Discussion and questions were asked.  Terry Smith, Chair, Ordinance Committee explained the intent.  Leslie Boness motioned to amend article, seconded by Roland Downing.  After discussion and vote, amendment carries.

Article 7:  To see if the Town will vote to approve an Ordinance for the Comprehensive Planning Committee to be established as a Standing Committee in accordance with the by-laws.  The Comprehensive Planning Committee Ordinance is attached and is identified as Attachment B.

Dan Maddox motioned to table this article.  Bob Calawa seconded.  

Discussion:  Jerry Marstaller asked if tabling meant it would show up again next year?  Selectman Holman said because due to lack of Selectmen on the board, nothing could have been done.  Discussion ensued.  Motion carries.

Article 8:  To see if the Town will approve an over expenditure of $2,237.57 in the 2004-2005 Highway Equipment ($1,696.76) and the Town Office ($540.81) accounts.

Roland Downing moves, Bob Calawa seconded.  

Discussion:  Jerry Marstaller asked if this was a typographical error of $3,237.57 in the recommendation.  It was decided the motion was set at $2,237.57 in the body of the article.  Discussion as to what caused over expenditures.  Town Clerk Zoe Cowett explained that in the highway expenditure the money was not physically moved to correct account.  Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 9:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for the Contracted Fire & Rescue account.

Bob Calawa moves.  Roland Downing seconded.  

Discussion:  Mr. Hole verified the term “from taxation”.

Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 10:  To see if the Town will empower the Selectmen to decide what to do with the remaining fire truck.

Roland Downing moves.  Norman St. Pierre seconded.  

Discussion:  Selectman McCabe asked what was the condition of the truck.  Norm St. Pierre said the truck is “frozen” and not much use.

Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 11:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for Solid Waste & Recycling including curbside pickup/Transfer Station, services as they currently exist today.

Dan Maddox moves.  Roland Downing seconded.  

Discussion:  Roland Downing asked if this was an increase.  Selectman Holman stated it was because of increased tipping fees and removal of tires from the Transfer Station.  Dan Maddox stated that this figure did not include Pine Shores as had been asked.  Roland Downing asked why town needed trash pick-up as well as the Transfer Station?  Bob Calawa stated that in the beginning people were upset about bulk waste so the Town decided to open the Transfer Station for these items.  David Bowel asked why Pine Shores was not included.  Several people attempted to reply to this question.  Jerry Marstaller wanted to know what does the figure need to be to include Pine Shores?  Dan Maddox said $2,400- 2,700, no higher.  Mr. Marstaller moved to change the figure to be not more than $60,575 and it was seconded by Dan Maddox.  Discussion continued.  Mr. Hole said that negotiations are ongoing between the Pine Shores attorney and himself.  David Bowen reiterated that the town at last Annual Meeting voted to provide service.  Leslie Boness moved to amend the article to read “The Board of Selectmen and Budget Committee recommend raising not more than $60,575.00  including Pine Shores, through taxation” .  Vote taken and amendment carries.  Arlene Nason said that it should be contingent on Pine Shore giving the town access to the beach for the handicapped and emergency vehicles.  Dan Maddox stated we should exercise “good faith” in that Pine Shores Association will cooperate and give the town access to the beach as requested.

Article 12:  To see if the Town will vote to accept all revenues from Cost Sharing Projects and from State and Federal agencies.  This revenue will be distributed to the appropriate accounts as intended by said agencies.  No discussion.  Vote taken   Article carries

Article 13:  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Town Constable to complete his training to enforce the laws of the State of Maine on behalf of the Town of Hartford.

David Kraske moved to table because it was included in Article 16.  Withdrew motion.  Jerry Marstaller motioned.  Roland Downing seconded.  

Discussion:  Arthur Harvey asked the Constable if this sum was adequate.  Constable Merritt stated what the money would be used for.  He would obtain training that would give him power in the State of Maine and he would be able to serve the town in a wider range of capabilities.   The training would empower him much more than he is now.

Vote taken.  Article carries.  

Article 14:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for the legal fee account.

Leslie Boness moves.  Roland Downing seconded. 

Discussion:  David Bowen asked how much is now in the account.  Town Clerk Zoe Cowett stated the exact status of the account.  Roland Downing asked if this was for all legal costs or just for the Town Attorney.  Zoe stated just for the Town Attorney.  Discussion ensued how the account operated.  Mrs. Jones wants to know how much were the attorney fees for the past year.  Mr. Hole states it was not that much since there were not many issues.  Vote taken.  Motion carries. 

Article 15:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for the Assessing/Tax Maps Account.

David Bowen moves.  Roland Downing seconded.

Discussion:  Roland Downing asked if this cost is for the new town property maps.  David Kraske said it also includes the assessing.  Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 16:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for the Administration Account.

Town Clerk Zoe Cowett motioned to decrease the amount to $87,117.60.  Jason Rowe seconded.  Bob Calawa explained the reason for the decrease because the money is included in another account.  Ms. Cowett withdrew motion.  Bob Calawa motioned to decrease account to $85,117.60. David Kraske seconded.  

Discussion:  Bob Calawa explained how the figure was arrived at. Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 17:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for the purchase of a new computer system and an electrical upgrade for the Town Office.

Discussion:  Several question concerning where the money would come from.  Some felt it could come out of the General Account and others the Fund Account.  Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 18:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for the purchase of a new photocopier.

Jerry Marstaller moves. This motion was seconded.

Discussion:  Jerry Marstaller suggested figure should read $3,000.00.  Jason Rowe asked if the figure included maintenance on a new copier.  Town Clerk Cowett said no except for the one year that comes with it.  Jason Rowe motioned to table.  Motioned failed due to no second.  Discussion continued on amended motion.  Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 19:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for “The Hartford News”.

A motion was made and seconded.

Discussion:  Jason Rowe asked if the paper will ever become self sufficient.  Arlene Nason explained how the money was used and that cost is kept to a bare minimum.  Vote taken.

Motion carries.

Article 20:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for the Town Office account.

Roland Downing moves.  This motion was seconded.

Discussion:  Roland Downing asked what money is used for.  Selectman Holman and Town Clerk Cowett explained exact uses.  Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 21:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for the 

Town Hall account.

Norman St. Pierre moves.  Roland Downing seconded.

Discussion:  Beverly Murphy stated that the lights outside are not working.  Selectman Holman stated it included maintenance.  Dan Maddox gave exact uses.  Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 22:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for the Town Garage account.

Roland Downing moves.  John Convey seconded.

Discussion:  No discussion. Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 23:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for the Cemetery Maintenance Account.

Roland Downing moves.  Neil Hanley seconded.

Discussion:  Selectman Holman moved to amend to $3,000.00.  David Bowen seconded.  Selectman Holman stated reasons for the amendment.  Dan Maddox asked how it could not be known it didn’t include maintenance.  Selectman Holman said it was as over-site.  Selectman Holman withdrew the amendment.  Arthur Harvey motioned it to read “To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for the Cemetery mowing Maintenance and Repair Account”.  Vote taken.  Amended motion carries.

Article 24:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for the Capital Outlay Account.

Roland Downing moves.  David Kraske seconded.

Discussion:  Discussion to explain the article and why it is needed.  Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 25:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for the Highway Equipment Account.

Roland Downing moves.  David Kraske seconded.

Discussion:  No discussion.  Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 26:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for the Winter Roads Account.

Roland Downing moves.  David Kraske seconded.

Discussion:  Lengthy discussion concerning the salt/sand shed.  Dan Maddox gave a breakout for the monies used and where it went.  Roland Downing proposed figure should read $121,727.50.  David Bowen seconded.  Discussion ensued how the $10,000.00 should be treated.  Vote taken.  Motion does not carry.  

Jerry Marstaller moved to amend the article to read: (Note:  Includes $10,000.00 for the Salt/Sand Shed).  Seconded by Selectman Holman.   Vote taken.  Amended article caries.

Article 27:  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate a sum of money to be placed in the Summer Road Account for projects listed below:

The Board of Selectmen and Budget Committee recommend

raising $161,000.00 for these projects through taxation.

a. Sub Contractors…………………………………………………………….$ 60,000.00

b. Prepare Pratt Hill Road for paving by ditching and removing rocks………$   7,500.00

c. Rock removal and ditching on about ½ mile section of Mahoney

        Road starting at the Pratt Hill intersection…………………………………$ 10,000.00

d. Cleaning and/or replacing of existing culverts……………………………...$ 10,000.00

e. Add gravel and grade unpaved town roads………………………………….$ 15,000.00

f. Continue brush cutting and pavement patching……………………………..$ 10,000.00

g. Continue the emergency road maintenance contingency fund………………$ 10,000.00

h. Road Commissioner and worker wages and benefits………………………..$ 11,000.00

i. Miscellaneous road equipment supplies and fuel…………………………….$ 20,000.00

                                                                                          Total………………….$161,000.00

Bob Calawa moves.  Roland Downing seconded.

Discussion:  David Kraske motioned to change the figure to $73,500.  Bob Calawa explained where the money came from to reach the $161,000.00 figure.  Several residents commented on road issues.  Dan Maddox explained each sub-item and wanted to know where  “g” came from.  David Kraske explained why the item was there.  More discussion.  Motion made to end discussion and vote.  Motion made to amend the article to $93,000.00 instead of $161,000.00.  Discussion ensued.  Vote taken.  Amended motion carries.

Article 28:  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate a sum of money for the replacement of the dangerously narrow and deteriorating bridge (large culvert) located on the southerly end of Town Farm Road and to install guard rails.

Lorraine Parsons moves  Terry Hinkley seconded.

Discussion:  David Kraske brought to attention how dangerous the bridge is to travel on and gave some of its history.  Bob Calawa stated what the cost would be to borrow the money.

Vote taken.  Motion fails.

Article 29:  To see if the Town will approve borrowing the sum of $70,000.00 for the replacement of the dangerously narrow and deteriorating bridge (large culvert) located on the southerly end of Town Farm Road and to install guard rails.

David Kraske moves.  Jerry Marstaller seconded.

Discussion:  Loan would be from Department of Transportation with a very good interest rate.  Discussion ensued as to conditions of the loan and just what the money would do.  

Also the intent is to possibly straighten out the area and repair the bridge.  Vote taken.  

Motion carries.

Article 30:  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate a sum of money to complete the paving of Town Farm Road.  The southerly section, including the new bridge area, will be reclaimed with six inches of new gravel added and a single layer of two inches of asphalt applied.  The immediately northerly 2.8 miles of previously paved road will be top coated with 1” of asphalt.

Roland Downing moves.  Norman St. Pierre seconded.

Discussion:  David Kraske stated that the town should address all the roads that need to be done.  No further discussion.  Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 31:  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate all associated revenues and raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for the Animal Control Account.

Roland Downing moves.  Jerry Marstaller seconded.

Discussion:  Roland Downing asked what the money would be used for.  Selectman Holman said it was the same as last year.  The Town would need to hire a new Animal Control Officer and there would be supplement money coming in from licensing.  Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 32:  To see if the Town will authorize the Board of Selectmen on behalf of the Town to sell and dispose of any real estate acquired by the town for non-payment of taxes or acquired by any other means.  Sale or sales of said properties is to be by sealed bid and advertised seven (7) days in advance by posting in two conspicuous public places and by placing an advertisement in a newspaper of general circulation and to execute Municipal Quit Claim Deeds for such property.  The Board of Selectmen may, without auction or advertisement, sell to the person or persons to whom a property was taxed at the time the property was acquired by the Town or to their heirs or assigns, such property at the amount of the accrued taxes, interest, lien costs and administrative fees as determined by State Law and the Board of Selectmen and therefore shall execute and deliver a Municipal Quit Claim Deed for such property.

Roland Downing moves.  Jerry Marstaller seconded.

Discussion:  Arthur Harvey felt it was not a Selectmen’s decision but should go in front of Town Meeting.  Selectman Holman stated the procedure how foreclosures are handled and selling back to the owner if the owner wishes.  Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 33:  To see if the Town will vote to fix the following dates on which real and personal property taxes shall be due and payable:  one half of the tax shall be due and payable on December 1, 2005 and one half of the tax shall be due and payable on May 2, 2006.

Roland Downing moves.  Jerry Marstaller seconded.

Discussion:  No discussion.  Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 34:  To see if the Town will vote to fix an annual interest rate of seven and three quarters percent (7.75%) on real and personal property taxes not paid on or before 

December 1, 2005 and May 1, 2006.

Roland Downing moves.  David Kraske seconded.

Discussion:  No discussion.  Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 35:  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Tax Collector or the Deputy Tax Collector to accept prepayments of property taxes not yet due or assessed and to fix an annual interest rate of zero percent (0%) on taxes paid prior to the due date. M.R.S.A. 36, Section 506 amended.

Roland Downing moves.  Jerry Marstaller seconded.

Discussion:  No discussion.  Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 36:  To see if the Town will fix an annual interest rate of seven and three quarters percent (7.75%) on excess taxes paid when tax abatements are issued by the Board of Assessors (M.R.S.A. 36, Section 506A, as amended).

Roland Downing moves.  Jerry Marstaller seconded.

Discussion:  No discussion.  Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 37:  To see if the Town will vote to accept the categories of funds listed below as provided by the Maine State Legislature and appropriate and apply the total amount of $116,280.00 against the total amount authorized to be raised by Taxation (to reduce the 2005-06 Tax commitment).

Fund category







Estimated amount

State Municipal Revenue Sharing………………………………………
$   45,000.00

(Formerly Local Road Assistance) Urban Rural Initiative Program……$   30,000.00

Tree Growth Reimbursement……………………………………………$   25,000.00

Veterans Exemption Return……………………………………………..$        500.00

Snowmobile Registration Refund……………………………………….$        530.00

General Assistance………………………………………………………$        250.00

Homestead Exemption Return…………………………………………...$   15,000.00

Emergency Management…………………………………………………$  Unknown

State Grants………………………………………………………………$  Unknown











  $116,280.00

Roland Downing moves.  David Kraske seconded.

Discussion:  No discussion.  Motion carries.

Article 38:  To see if the Town will vote to apply the local revenue amount of $110,000.00 against the total amount authorized to be raised by Taxation (to reduce the 2005-06 Tax Commitment).

Roland Downing moves.  David Kraske seconded.

Discussion:  No discussion.  Motion carries.

Article 39:  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $70,000.00 from the Fund Balance to reduce the 2005-06 Tax Commitment.

Norman St. Pierre moves.  Roland Downing seconded.

Discussion:  No discussion.  Motion carries.

Article 40:  To see if the Town will authorize the Town Treasurer to establish and use, with the Board of Selectmen’s approval, a line of credit in anticipation of taxes, and to see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for interest due and payable on said line of credit.

Norman St. Pierre moves.  Roland Downing seconded.

Discussion:  No discussion.  Motion carries

Article 41:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for the Hartford Heritage Society.

Roland Downing moves.  Norman St. Pierre seconded.

Discussion:  No discussion.  Motion carries

Article 42:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money through taxation for the preparation and binding of historical volumes of the Hartford Town Report.

Roland Downing moves.  Norman St. Pierre seconded.

Discussion:  Jerry Marstaller asked if this figure would change if the town gets a new photocopier.  Selectman Holman said No.  Lorraine Parsons explained how the money would be used.  Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 43:  To see if the Town will vote to spend a sum of money on historical books.

Norman St. Pierre moves.  Roland Downing seconded.

Discussion:  Lorraine Parsons explained how the money would be used to purchase publications for the Town about the history of the Town.  Jerry Marstaller motioned to amend to read “To see if the Town will vote to establish a reserve sum of money on historical books through taxation.

Vote taken on amendment.  Amendment carries.

Vote taken on amended article.  Motion carries.

Article 44:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money through taxation for the Special Events account (formerly Veterans Monument account).

Lorraine Parsons moves.  Jerry Marstaller seconded.

Discussion:  Lorraine Parsons stated how the money would be used.  No further discussion. Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 45:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money to contribute to area snowmobile clubs for snowmobile trail and bridge maintenance.

A motion was made.  Roland Downing seconded.

Discussion:  Roland Downing asked where trails are located.  Lianne Bedard said money comes from registrations of snowmobiles.  Selectman Holman verified it was a “wash” account.  Lianne Bedard proposed to amend to read “no more than $530.00”.

Vote taken of amended change.  Amendment carries.

Vote taken on amended article.  Motion carries.

Article 46:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for Hartford Youth Sports.

Jerry Marstaller moves.  Roland Downing seconded.

Discussion:  Roland Downing asked if an accounting had been submitted to the Town of  how the money has been used in the past  Selectman Holman stated she received an email of where money was used and stated the accounting.  Mr. Downing suggested tabling the article until an accounting with details was received.  Vote taken.  Motion fails.

Article 47:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for

the Recreation Committee.

Jerry Marstaller moves.  David Kraske seconded.

Discussion:  Roland Downing asked what the money was used for.  June Davis said it was used for the Town Beach and gave an accounting of the money.  Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 48:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for Androscoggin Home Care and Services.

Roland Downing moves.  Kenneth Gardner seconded.

Discussion:  Mr. Downing motioned to divide money among Articles 48 through 66.  Arthur Harvey opposed the recommendation.  Norman St. Pierre spoke in favor of some of the organizations that are worthy of a donation.  Discussion on certain organizations and what they do to help the community.  Voted on amendment.  Amendment fails.  Vote taken on Article as written.  Motion carries.

Article 49:
 To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for Community Concepts.

Norman St. Pierre moves.  Terry Hinkley seconded.

Discussion:  No discussion.  Motion carries.

Article 50:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for Rural Community Action Ministry (RCAM).

Marjorie Kraske moves.  Norman St. Pierre seconded.

Discussion:  Ms. Kraske explained how RCAM helped our community.  Vote taken.  

Motion carries.

Article 51:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for the Public Broadcasting Systems.

Article 52:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for the Abused Women’s Advocacy.

Norman St. Pierre moves.  Jerry Marstaller seconded.

Discussion:  Motion was made to change the figure to $100.00 for each of Articles 51 and 52.  Discussion ensued to the pros and cons on the issues.   Vote taken to appropriate $100.00 to each organization.  Motion carries.

Article 53:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for Western Maine Transportation.

Arthur Harvey moves.  Leslie Boness seconded.

Discussion:  Roland Downing asked what services were provided locally.  All were referred to agencies’ letters in the Town Report.  Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 54:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for Seniors Plus.

Article 55:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for Families in Crisis.

Norman St. Pierre motioned to combine Articles 54 and 55.  Leslie Boness seconded.

Discussion:  Discussion ensued on the organizations and how they can be accessed.  Referred to the agencies’ letters in the Town Report.  Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Jerry Marstaller motioned to combine Articles 56-59 giving each organization $100.00.  David Kraske seconded.  Vote taken.  Motion carries.

Article 60:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for the Androscoggin River Watershed Council.  

Leslie Boness moves.  Roland Downing seconded.  

Discussion:  Discussion ensued about the Council and what they do.  Vote taken.  

Motion carries.

Article 61:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a sum of money for the Tri County Mental Health Services.

John Convey moves.  Jerry Marstaller seconded.

Discussion:  Arlene Nason asked if anyone knew about the services they provide.  No one could reply.  Arthur Harvey motioned to amend the figure to $200.00.  Cameron Cowett seconded.  Vote taken.  Amended article carries.

Minutes prepared by Betty Plumley

