Town of Hartford Pine Shores Parking Ordinance

Section 1.  Purpose.

This ordinance is intended to protect public health and welfare, and to assist in regulating the use of Town-owned recreational land abutting the Pine Shores subdivision (the “Town Beach”), by regulating the parking of motor vehicles on Thompson Lane and other Town lands abutting the Town Beach. Unrestricted parking in these areas can interfere with the safe passage of emergency vehicles and enables use of the Town Beach in violation of the Town of Hartford Beach Ordinance.

Section 2.  Authority.

This ordinance is adopted pursuant to 30-A M.R.S. § 3009.  This ordinance may be amended by a majority vote of the Town of Hartford Board of Selectmen.  In the event that any portion of this Ordinance is found by a Court to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall continue in full force and effect.  This Ordinance shall become effective 90 days after adoption by a majority vote of the Board of Selectmen.

Section 3.  Administration.

The Board of Selectmen, with the advice of the Beach Recreation Committee and the Town Constable, may adopt rules administering this ordinance; post street signs notifying motor vehicle operators of the restrictions contained in this ordinance; and create and administer a system of permits pursuant to this ordinance.

Section 4.  Parking Permits.

When signs are erected giving notice thereof, no person shall park any motor vehicle, as defined in  29 M.R.S.A. § 1, at any time on Thompson Lane or on any Town land abutting the Town Beach without a permit issued by the Town Clerk.

Section 5.  Exceptions.

This Ordinance does not apply to motor vehicles that are parked in prohibited areas for the following reasons:

· Mechanical problems or breakdown;

· Emergency situations; or

· Maintenance, construction, repair or installation of utilities or the public way by any State or municipal agency or utility company.

Section 6.  Penalties.

Any person found in violation of this ordinance by a court of competent jurisdiction shall be subject to a fine of not more than $100.00 nor less than $25.00; all fines accrue to the Town.  Such person shall also be subject to the Town’s attorneys’ fees and costs incurred in enforcing this Ordinance.

Persons charged with violating this ordinance may waive court action by paying a fee of $15.00, plus all towing and storage fees, if applicable, within 7 days after receiving notice of the violation.  Any such waiver and payment of fee shall be processed through the Town Clerk.

Section 7.  Towing.

Any motor vehicle parked in a place prohibited by this Ordinance may, at the request and under the direction of the Town Constable, be towed to a suitable garage or storage place and impounded thereon until all penalties and towing and storage fees established in Section 6 of this Ordinance are paid.

When any vehicle is towed pursuant to this Ordinance, the following procedure shall be followed:

1. Notice shall be sent to the registered owner of the vehicle by regular 1st-class mail, postage pre-paid, within 24 hours following the tow.

2. The Notice shall contain the following information: registration number and brief description of the vehicle; name and address of person or company who performed the tow; location where the vehicle is stored; the provisions of the ordinance which were violated and led to the tow; and the towing fee, any storage fee, and any penalty.

Section 7.  Enforcement.

This Ordinance shall be enforced by the Board of Selectmen or its duly appointed designee. Violation of this ordinance shall be a traffic infraction and shall be prosecuted, if necessary, in the appropriate District Court.

Approved at the September 1, 2011 Selectmen’s meeting

